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Injury
Injury is a major public health issue with more burden on 
low- and middle-income countries – more than 90% of 
injury related deaths
Leads to significant socio-economic losses
Substantial portion of the direct costs absorbed by the 
health sector
Traumatic injuries, poisoning and burns are the major 
types of injuries reported in our health statistics
Traumatic injury is the leading cause of hospitalization in 
Sri Lanka since 1995
In Sri Lanka RTIs kill at least one person every 4½ hours



Injury
Injuries are not accidents, they are preventable.
Lack of accurate and timely data is the main obstacle for 
injury prevention in developing countries.
Proper injury surveillance is a must to get quality injury 
data.



Injury Surveillance
“Surveillance” refers to the ongoing and systematic collection, 
analysis, interpretation and dissemination of health information.
Injury surveillance produce information that describe,

the size and characteristics of the injury problem 
the populations at risk for injuries
the risk factors for injuries
the injury trends

Using the information it is possible to,
design and apply appropriate interventions
monitor the results and assess the impacts of 
interventions.



Injury Surveillance Systems
WHO in collaboration with CDC has set up guidelines on injury 
surveillance 
Injury surveillance systems implemented in the developed 
countries are based on proprietary software
Developing countries cannot afford to develop and maintain 
their own ISSs.
Several attempts were made in past to establish a national 
injury surveillance system but they did not sustain.
Solution is to use a well established free and open source 
software that can be customized according to our needs.
So far there are no well supported open source based ISS that 
can be used by developing countries



DHIS2
DHIS2 is a web based Free and Open Source Software 
(FOSS) which is free to  run, modify and redistribute.
DHIS 2 is the preferred health management information 
system in 47 countries and it is widely implemented.
Accepted by WHO, CDC.
Continuously evolving with the information needs of the 
health sector.
Supports both aggregate and event data.
DHIS2 is a good solution for aggregated public health 
data but it cannot be used for injury surveillance without 
changing things 
dramatically.



Advantages/Disadvantages

ADVANTAGES

Low cost
Runs on any platform
Interoperability
Robust and secure
New data elements can be added
based on the requirement
Data validation checks
Flexible reports
Data backup
Good software support

DISADVANTAGES

Complex interface and menus
Difficulties in customization













JavaScript



The building blocks (data sets) of 
an injury surveillance system - WHO







Way Forward
Run the system on a  centralized server
Develop an app for data entry
Paperless system



ICT for Post 2015 Health 
Challanges

SDG - Goal 3.6:

“By 2030, halve the number of global deaths and injuries from road 
traffic accidents and, in the interim, by 2020, stabilize and then reduce 
global deaths and injuries from road traffic accidents.”
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Safety isn’t a slogan
It’s a way of life
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